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City of Moscow Council Chambers • 206 E 3rd Street • Moscow, ID 83843 
 

1. Consent Agenda - Any item will be removed from the consent agenda at the request of any member of 
the Board and that item will be considered separately later. 
 

A. Minutes from May 27, 2015 
B. May 2015 Payables 

 
ACTION:  Approve the consent agenda or take such other action deemed appropriate.  

 
2. Public Comment for items not on agenda:  Three minute limit 

 
3. Announcements 

 
4. Draft Administration Agreement with the City of Moscow – Gary J. Riedner/Bill Belknap 

The City of Moscow currently provides administrative and executive director services to the Moscow 
Urban Renewal Agency (URA) pursuant to an existing Agreement for Services. The agreement currently 
includes 50% cost sharing of the prior Economic Development Specialist/ Executive Director position 
that has been vacant for nearly a year following a failed recruitment effort. It has been determined that 
the duties of Executive Director can be provided under an amended services agreement rather than the 
cost sharing situation of the existing agreement. Administration is now proposing a reconfiguration of 
this position to assign the MURA Executive Director duties to the City Community Development 
Director. The services agreement has been amended to reflect this change in services and the new 
administrative cost reimbursement amount which is proposed to be increased from $30,000 to $45,000 
annually. This new reimbursement amount has been incorporated within the City’s draft FY2016 budget 
and the MURA’s draft FY2016 budget, both of which are currently under development. The draft 
Agreement for Services has been amended since the Board last saw it to include an annual inflationary 
adjustment and a five year timeline (it can still be cancelled with a 60 day notice).  It was approved by 
the Moscow City Council on June 1, 2015. The effective date of the revised Agreement for Services is 
October 1, 2015, coincidental with both the City and MURA fiscal years. 
 
ACTION:  Review draft Agreement for Services to be provided to the MURA by the City of Moscow 
and approve Agreement effective October 1, 2015 or take such other action deemed appropriate. 
 

  

Agenda: June 10,  2015, 7:00 a.m. 
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5. Authorization to Prepare Closure of Alturas Revenue Allocation Area and to Provide Notice to 
Idaho State Tax Commission, Latah County Assessor and Latah County Taxing Districts-  Gary J. 
Riedner/Bill Belknap 
At the Agency’s May 26 meeting, staff provided information regarding the potential for closure of the 
Alturas Revenue Allocation Area prior to FY2016 and without taking receipt of tax increment in the 
FY2016 budget. This information was considered and presented in the first presentation of the FY2016 
MURA budget. A Memo has been prepared and is attached outlining the relevant Alturas Technology 
Park Plan sections and Idaho statutes. 
 
ACTION:  Review Memo and attached information and direct staff to implement early closure of Alturas 
Technology Park Plan and Revenue Allocation Area; review draft closure budget and direct staff 
accordingly; and authorize staff to send a letter to the Idaho State Tax Commission, Latah County 
Assessor and Latah County taxing districts stating the MURA’s intent not to take tax increment in the 
FY2016 budget or take such other action deemed appropriate..  
 

6. Second Review FY2016 MURA Budget/Alturas District Closure and Budget Impact Discussion – 
Gary Riedner/Don Palmer/Bill Belknap 
Attached is the draft of the proposed FY2016 MURA budget for consideration by the Agency Board. 
The draft budget assumes the early closure of Alturas Research and Technology Park Revenue 
Allocation Area (RAA). The Alturas District was established in July of 1996 and subsequently amended 
in June of 2005 to allow for the development of Phase II of the Alturas Research and Technology Park.  
The restated plan of 2005 provided for the termination of the Plan no later than December 31, 2015, 
with the exception of revenues that may be received in 2016 or otherwise, if the Agency determines an 
earlier termination date in consideration of Agency financial obligations. Staff presented the draft 
FY2016 MURA Budget and reported on the impacts of the potential closure of Alturas Research and 
Technology Park RAA at the last meeting of the Agency on May 26, 2015. The Agency Board gave 
direction to continue to develop the FY2016 budget including termination of Alturas RAA in the current 
fiscal year. 
 
ACTION:  Consider draft FY2016 MURA Budget and provide staff further direction. If the draft budget 
is acceptable, direct staff to present the draft budget at the public hearing set for July 12, 2015 or 
further direct staff. 

 
7. General District Updates – Gary J. Riedner/Bill Belknap  

 Legacy Crossing District  
o 6th and Jackson property updates 

 Status of negotiation of disposition and development agreement 

 Environmental assessment and remediation 

 Alturas District 
 

8. Adjourn 
 
NOTICE:  Individuals attending the meeting who require special assistance to accommodate physical, hearing, or other impairments, please 
contact the City Clerk, at (208) 883-7015 or TDD 883-7019, as soon as possible so that arrangements may be made. 
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City of Moscow Council Chambers • 206 E 3rd Street • Moscow, ID 83843 
 

City of Moscow Council Chambers • 206 E 3rd Street • Moscow, ID 83843 
 

McCabe called the meeting to order at 7:00 a.m. 
 

Attendance: 
Commission Members   Staff Present     Others 

John McCabe, Chair Gary J. Riedner, Interim Exec. Director/City Supervisor      Gina Tarusio, ED Chamber 
John Weber Bill Belknap, Community Development Director Victoria Seever 
Steve McGeehan Don Palmer, Finance Director  
Brandy Sullivan Stephanie Kalasz, City Clerk  
Art Bettge   
Dave McGraw 
 
Absent:  Steve Drown 

 
1. Consent Agenda - Any item will be removed from the consent agenda at the request of any member of 

the Board and that item will be considered separately later. 
 

A. Minutes from May 13, 2015 
B. April 2015 Financials 

 
ACTION:  Approve the consent agenda or take such other action deemed appropriate.  

 
Bettge moved and McGeehan seconded approval of the consent agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
2. Public Comment for items not on agenda:  Three minute limit – No public comment was offered. 

 
3. Announcements – Riedner said there are no announcements. 

 
4. Draft Administration Agreement with the City of Moscow – Gary J. Riedner 

The City of Moscow currently provides administrative and executive director services to the Moscow 
Urban Renewal Agency (URA) pursuant to an existing Agreement for Services. The agreement currently 
includes 50% cost sharing of the prior Economic Development Specialist/ Executive Director position 
that has been vacant for nearly a year following a failed recruitment effort. It has been determined that 
the duties of Executive Director can be provided under an amended services agreement rather than the 

Minutes: May 27,  2015, 7:00 a.m. 
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cost sharing situation of the existing agreement. Administration is now proposing a reconfiguration of 
this position to assign the MURA Executive Director duties to the City Community Development 
Director. The services agreement has been amended to reflect this change in services and the new 
administrative cost reimbursement amount which is proposed to be increased from $30,000 to $45,000 
annually. This new reimbursement amount has been incorporated within the City’s draft FY2016 budget 
and the MURA’s draft FY2016 budget, both of which are currently under development. The draft 
Agreement for Services has been provided to the Moscow City Council Administrative Committee on 
May 25, 2015. The effective date of the revised Agreement for Services is October 1, 2015, coincidental 
with both the City and MURA fiscal years. 
 
ACTION:  Review draft Agreement for Services to be provided to the MURA by the City of Moscow 
and approve Agreement effective Consider draft FY2016 MURA Budget and provide staff further 
direction. 

 
Riedner provided background information regarding the services that the City has supplied to the Moscow 
Urban Renewal Agency and the half-time URA Executive Director/Economic Development Specialist 
position that was shared by the City and URA.  He said the City has been providing an executive director for 
the last year.  He said the City can continue to supply executive director services in addition to the other 
administrative services.  He discussed URA finances and explained that it is proposed that adding the 
executive director services will raise the contract to $45,000 which will be a cost saving to the URA.  He 
explained that the contract will be revised as duties increase.  The contract continues until cancelled.  He 
said he presented this to the City’s Administrative Committee and it will be considered by the City Council 
on Monday.  There may be one change proposed to include CPI to cover inflation which is an item included 
in most City contracts.   
 
Sullivan asked if the City can change who will serve as executive director.  Riedner said yes but the URA will 
need to consent to the change.  Weber asked about the current financials for the executive director position 
and Riedner and Palmer explained how much is budgeted for salary and benefits.   
 
There was general consensus to have staff move forward with the contract. 

 
5. First Review FY2016 MURA Budget/Alturas District Closure and Budget Impact Discussion – Gary 

J. Riedner/Don Palmer/Bill Belknap 
Attached is the draft of the proposed FY2016 MURA budget for consideration by the Agency Board. 
The draft budget considers the early closure of Alturas Research and Technology Park Revenue 
Allocation Area (RAA). The Alturas District was established in July of 1996 and subsequently amended 
in June of 2005 to allow for the development of Phase II of the Alturas Research and Technology Park.  
The restated plan of 2005 provided for the termination of the Plan no later than December 31, 2015, 
with the exception of revenues that may be received in 2016 or otherwise, if the Agency determines an 
earlier termination date in consideration of Agency financial obligations. Staff will present the draft 
FY2016 MURA Budget and report on the impacts of the potential closure of Alturas Research and 
Technology Park RAA. 
 
ACTION:  Consider draft FY2016 MURA Budget and provide staff further direction. 
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Riedner reviewed the URA work plan.  He listed tasks included with Alturas Revenue Allocation Area 
closure and explained them.  He discussed possible closing dates.  He said there is one payment left on the 
Series A bonds.  He discussed the 6th and Jackson Property and the tasks associated with that project.  He 
said the Southeast Moscow Urban Renewal District Study will likely be the next project.  The City Council 
will likely budget for another study to be done.  He explained that the URA could not have Alturas, Legacy 
Crossing and the Southeast Moscow Urban Renewal District at the same time because it cannot have 
more than 10% of the taxable value in the City at one time.  Alturas will have to be closed prior to opening 
another district.  He listed other tasks that need to be addressed including Alturas zoning and Covenant 
review, MURA website redesign, transition to new agenda management system, access to a revised 
records management system and budget.   
 
Riedner reviewed the proposed budget for FY2016.  He said the budget workshop will be on July 22, 2015 
and the budget hearing on August 12, 2015.  Public notices will be on July 25, and August 1, 2015.  He 
discussed some of the factors affecting the budget.  He said there are six remaining lots for sale in Alturas.  
He indicated that staff anticipates that legislative challenges will continue.  Riedner said he will remain on 
the RAI.  He discussed items included in the budget.  He explained what has been done at the Alturas 
Technology Park.  He displayed an aerial photo with the revenue allocation area drawn over it.  He listed 
Alturas successes which included an almost 13% annual growth rate.  He discussed Legacy Crossing and 
its objectives and challenges.  He reviewed the budget numbers proposed and explained the reasoning 
behind them.  There was discussion about the 6th and Jackson property.  Riedner said the budget is based 
on the closure of Alturas.  Belknap explained the expenses associated with the closeout of Alturas.  There 
was discussion about the Alturas closure date and there was discussion.   
 
Belknap reviewed the budget numbers associated with Legacy Crossing.  He discussed URA participation 
in Legacy Crossing projects currently in the planning stage.  Riedner said staff has tried to keep as much 
flexibility as possible.  Sullivan asked if the Anderson Owner Participation Agreement continues with the 
property or the owner or just goes away.  Riedner will check on it. 
 
Riedner discussed debt service.  Payment for Alturas will be complete in August and payments for the 6th 
and Jackson property will continue.  He said there is a sources and uses statement included in the budget.  
If the Agency agrees staff will move forward with closing Alturas in this budget year.   

 
6. General District Updates – Gary J. Riedner 

 Legacy Crossing District  
o 6th and Jackson property updates – Belknap said Sangria is working on the final plan for the 
site.  Weber said Maialina took longer than anticipated will this project be the same?  Belknap said 
no they are looking like a $4,000,000 project and they will need to obtain all of the funding at 
once.  It is anticipated that it will take 12 months to complete.  Belknap said the URA cannot 
convey the property until it is cleaned up which will be next year.  The grant must be complete and 
closed out before the property can be conveyed.  Weber asked about moving the power lines 
underground and who would pay for it.  Belknap said typically the developer does but if there will 
be an increased load then Avista will cost share.  Riedner said something could be done when the 
turn lane is improved.  Belknap said once the public improvements are known then the URA can 
decide how it may want to assist.  There was some discussion which included detailed information 
about the required remediation on the 6th and Jackson property. 
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 Alturas District 
No further information was discussed about Alturas.   

 
7. Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 8:41 a.m. 
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AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES BETWEEN THE CITY OF MOSCOW, IDAHO 

AND THE MOSCOW URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY  

 
 

THIS AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES BETWEEN THE CITY OF MOSCOW, IDAHO AND THE 

MOSCOW URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY (hereinafter “Agreement for Services”) is made and entered 

into this ________ day of _________________, 2015. 

 

 

RECITALS 
 

WHEREAS, City of Moscow, Idaho, a municipal corporation of the State of Idaho, is duly organized and 

existing under, and by virtue of, Title 50 of the Idaho Code, as amended (hereinafter “CITY”);  

 

WHEREAS, the Moscow Urban Renewal Agency (hereinafter “MURA”), is an independent public body, 

corporate and politic, and an urban renewal agency organized and existing by virtue of the laws of the State 

of Idaho (Idaho Code Section 50-2001, et seq., as amended);   

 

WHEREAS, MURA is authorized to undertake and carry out various urban renewal projects to eliminate, 

remedy, or prevent deteriorated or deteriorating areas through redevelopment, rehabilitation, or 

conservation, or any combination thereof, within its area of operation and is authorized to carry out such 

projects jointly with CITY;  

 

WHEREAS, the Act, as defined below, (specifically Idaho Code Section 50-2015) allows for some limited 

cooperation by CITY for MURA activities, including aid in carrying out the urban renewal plan and related 

activities; 

 

WHEREAS, the Urban Renewal Plan(s) (as described below), and any subsequently adopted Plan(s), 

provide for certain actions by CITY to fulfill the purposes of such adopted Urban Renewal Plan(s) including 

agreements between MURA and CITY for administration, supporting services and funding sources;  

 

WHEREAS, CITY and MURA hereby find and determine that this Agreement for Services enables them 

to contractually cooperate in a manner that will accord with the needs and development of CITY and of 

MURA; 

 

WHEREAS, nothing in this Agreement For Services is meant to or shall in any way alter MURA’s 

obligations, covenants, promises, or commitments related to any Urban Renewal Plan(s) or Project(s) duly 

adopted and approved according to law or any debt or debt service existing during the term of this 

Agreement For Services;   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, CITY and MURA do hereby agree as follows:   

 

OPERATIVE PROVISIONS 
 

 Section 1.  DEFINITIONS 

 

 As used in this Agreement for Services, the following words, unless the context dictates otherwise, 

shall have the following meaning:   
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 Act shall mean collectively the Idaho Urban Renewal Law of 1965, being Idaho Code, Title 50, 

Chapter 20, and the Local Economic Development Act of 1988, being Idaho Code,  

Title 50, Chapter 29, as amended and supplemented.   

 

 Annual Budget shall mean the annual budget of MURA, as amended or supplemented, adopted or in 

effect for a particular Fiscal Year.   

 

 

 Board shall mean the Board of Commissioners of MURA as the same shall be duly and regularly 

constituted from time to time.   

 

 Bonds shall mean any bonds authorized and issued by the Moscow Urban Renewal Agency according 

to law., and, in addition, any other Bonds issued by MURA prior to or during the term of this Agreement 

for Services.   

 

 Debt Service Fund shall mean any fund created by MURA for the purpose of paying expenses, 

including repayment of principal and interest, whether created prior to or during the term of this Agreement 

for Services. 

 

 Fiscal Year shall mean the fiscal year of MURA currently commencing on October 1 of each year 

and ending on September 30 of the following year, as the same may be altered by law.   

 

 MURA shall mean the Urban Renewal Agency of the City of Moscow, Idaho, an urban renewal 

agency created by and existing under the authority of the Act as an independent public body, corporate and 

politic. 

 

 Owner Participation Note or Owner Participation Notes shall have the meaning assigned to that term 

in any relevant Resolution duly adopted and approved according to law before or during the term of this 

Agreement for Services. 

 

 Pledged Revenues shall mean, for each Fiscal Year, the incremental tax revenues received by MURA 

pursuant to the Act, and as provided in any Urban Renewal Plan(s) or Project(s) and all monies in the Debt 

Service Fund(s).   

 

 Project Revenue Allocation Area shall mean the “Revenue Allocation Area” as described in any 

Urban Renewal Plan(s) related to a Project duly adopted and approved according to law and which is subject 

to the calculating and payment of the incremental tax revenues.   

 

 Registered Owner(s) shall mean the person or persons in whose name or names the bonds shall be 

registered in the Bond Register maintained by a Trustee in accordance with the terms of a Resolution duly 

adopted and approved according to law.   

 

 Resolution shall mean any applicable Resolution duly adopted and approved according to law before 

or during the term of this Agreement for Services. 

 

 Revenue Allocation Fund shall mean the fund described in the Act and any Bond Resolution duly 

adopted and approved according to law before or during the term of this Agreement for Services.   

 

 Urban Renewal Plan shall mean those certain documents entitled “Research and Technology Park 

Competitively Disadvantaged Border Community Urban Renewal Plan” approved by CITY and MURA, 

pursuant to the Act, and City Ordinance No. 96-12, approved July 1, 1996 , and "Legacy Crossing Urban 
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Renewal District Plan" approved by CITY and MURA, pursuant to the Act, and City Ordinance 2008-10, 

approved June 2, 2008, and any other Urban Renewal Plan(s) and Project(s) duly adopted and approved 

according to law before or during the term of this Agreement For Services. 

 

 Section 2.  PURPOSE 

 

 The purpose of this Agreement for Service is to assure the continuing independent status of MURA 

and MURA’s sole liability for its debts and obligations, and to provide for the administration and 

implementation of any Urban Renewal Plan(s) and Project(s) duly adopted and approved according to law 

before or during the term of this Agreement for Services.  Nothing in this Agreement for Services is meant 

to or shall in any way alter MURA’s obligations, covenants, promises, or commitments related to any Urban 

Renewal Plan(s) and Project(s) duly adopted and approved according to law or any debt or debt service 

existing during the term of this Agreement for Services.  Nothing in this Agreement for Services shall act 

to create any association or agreement between CITY and MURA other than a contract for administrative 

and support services for purposes set out herein.   

 

 Section 3.  BONDS, OR OTHER DEBT ISSUED BY MURA 

 

 MURA may have issued Bonds to finance all or part of Urban Renewal Project(s), as outlined in the 

respective Urban Renewal Plan(s) and as authorized by the respective Resolutions duly adopted and 

approved according to law.   Any Bonds authorized by MURA will be payable, both principal and interest, 

solely from the income, proceeds, revenues, and funds of MURA derived from and in connection with 

revenue allocation proceeds generated from its respective Revenue Allocation Area.   

 

 Bonds shall be payable, both principal and interest, solely from Pledged Revenues.   

 

 Bonds, or other debt is not an indebtedness within the meaning of any constitutional or statutory debt 

limitation and is not and will not be a debt of CITY, and CITY shall not be liable thereon.   

 

 Section 4.   PROJECT ADMINISTRATION AND FUNDING PROJECT 

 

 CITY and MURA agree that CITY will, on behalf of MURA:   

 

 Make available certain personnel services and other assistance to MURA, including, but not limited 

to:   

 

 1. An identified City Staff member to serve as Executive Director; 

 2. Services through CITY Administration department;  

 3. Services through the CITY Public Works Department;  

 4. Services through CITY Finance Department; and 

 5. Services through CITY Community Development Department. 

 

 CITY Finance Department will provide MURA Board with financial reports and copies of all 

financial transactions related to this Agreement for Services on a monthly basis.   

 

 

 For CITY services identified above, beginning October 1, 2015, MURA shall pay an annual fee in 

an amount per this Agreement for Services to be paid in two (2) installments on or before the fifteenth (15th) 

of February and the fifteenth (15th) of August of each year this Agreement for Services is in effect. 
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 Beginning October 1, 2015, the annual fee is the amount of forty five thousand dollars ($45,000).  

Each year thereafter, the annual fee will increase by three percent (3%) and will continue year to year until 

this Agreement for Services is amended or terminated. 

 

 CITY shall be obligated to provide assistance to MURA only as contemplated by this Agreement for 

Services and shall provide only services related to administrative support services and funding sources as 

directed by MURA in this Agreement for Services.  Nothing in this Agreement for Services shall act to 

create any association between CITY and MURA other than as a contract for administrative and support 

services for purposes set out herein. 

 

 Section 5.   AMENDMENT 

 

 This Agreement for Services may be amended at any time, and from time to time, by the mutual 

written consent of CITY and MURA for any of the following purposes:   

 

 1. To add provisions to this Agreement for Services to benefit CITY, or MURA, or any Registered 

Owner.   

 2. To cure any ambiguity, to correct or supplement any provision herein which may be 

inconsistent with any other provisions with respect or matters or questions arising under this 

Agreement for Services which are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Agreement For 

Services.   

 3. To accommodate increased services or changed circumstances due to additional projects.   

 

 Nothing in this Agreement for Services may be amended in a manner which is reasonably likely to 

create or to result in a conclusion CITY has any additional obligation other than as set forth in this 

Agreement for Services, and nothing in this Agreement for Services may be amended to create between the 

parties a relationship which will, in any way, put at risk any Urban Renewal Plan(s) or Urban Renewal 

Project(s) duly adopted and approved according to law before or during the term of this Agreement for 

Services. 

 

 Section 6.  TERM 

 

 This Agreement for Services is for a term of five (5) years and, at the end of the term, this Agreement 

for Services will continue year to year until terminated.  During the term of this Agreement for Services or 

while the Agreement for Services is in effect, either party may terminate this Agreement for Services upon 

sixty (60) days notice to the other party.   

 

 Section 7.  SEVERABILITY 

 

 In the event any provision of this Agreement for Services shall be declared by a court of competent 

jurisdiction to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable, the validity, legality, and enforceability of the remaining 

provisions shall not, in any way, be adversely affected or impaired thereby.   
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each of the parties have executed two (2) copies of this Agreement for 

Services by their duly authorized officials.   

 

 DATED This __________ day of ___________________, 2015.   

 

 

      CITY OF MOSCOW, IDAHO 

 

 

      By_______________________________________ 

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________ 

Stephanie Kalasz, City Clerk 

 

 

 DATED This ____________ day of ___________________, 2015.  

 

 

      MOSCOW URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY  

 

 

 

      By_______________________________________ 

       John McCabe, Chair 

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________ 

Steve McGeehan, Vice-Chair 
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